
Freedom’s seventh year of Fall Fest 

Fall Fest is the most exciting part 
of  the year for some students. Mrs. 
Jeanine Ging, sixth grade math and 
science teacher, organizes the event 
every year. Starting in October, 
students start learning about central 
tendency. Or as commonly known, 
mean, median, mode, and range. 
Students do this by using pumpkins. 

“We grew 40 ourselves and the 
rest of  the pumpkins were from 
Yecks,” stated Ging. Students use 
pumpkins from various places that 
are local, or donated. Most of  the 
pumpkins are sourced from Yeck’s 
Farm in Big Knob. Yeck’s is a local 

farm run by Garret Drutarosky, 
eighth grader, and his family.

“It takes days because we had 
spread out four events between days 
with taking stuff  down and teaching, 
but as long as they learn and have 
fun,” Ging stated. The students use 
pumpkins to learn central tendency. 
They do this by counting pumpkins 
sizes, shapes, and amount.

“This is our seventh year with 
Fall Fest and we started with physics 
club teaching and mentoring but 
then it turned into a seven day 
event,” stated Ging. Fall Fest started 
in 2014 with the high school physics 

club coming down to the middle 
school to teach and mentor the 
students but it eventually evolved 
from that and turned into a major 
event for sixth graders.

Students also use mini 
trebuchets in the gym and launch 
weights. They calculate the distance 
the weight went and find the central 
tendency. When the final day of  Fall 
Fest comes, the whole sixth grade 
goes up to the highschool to race 
pumpkin cars they made in the days 
prior, and to launch pumpkins from 
a giant trebuchet.
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Sixth grade poses for a picture in front of  the trebuchet on the final day of  Fall Fest. 
Photo By Noah BraNdoN
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Water bottles banned from fifth grade 
classrooms due to disruptions

Recently water bottles have been 
“banned” from classrooms in fifth 
grade. Some people think that the 
water bottle ban is not necessary and 
creates more hassle for the students. 
There has been a debate between 
both sides. 

First let’s go through why water 
bottles were banned. Well we need 
to first understand why we have 
water. Fifth grade students were 
given the chance to bring in water 
bottles because of  one key reason: 
There were no water fountains 
to drink from. Without water 
fountains students had to bring in 
water bottles, however this created 
a problem. Most water bottles were 
disruptive. They fall, spill, get in the 
way, and limit desk space.   

On Nov. 4 , all of  the fifth 
teachers gathered to discuss the 
matter. They came to the conclusion 
that the water bottles should stay in 
the students’ lockers. Yes, this helps 
to get rid of  some distractions, but 
it also makes something really easy 
very hard. Students used to be able 
to easily grab a drink. Now they have 
to ask the teacher, go to their locker 
and then make up any work they 
missed from the last minute.  This 
makes for a very disruptive process. 

The question is: Is there a better 
method? Yes! Some students had 
the idea of  water bottle breaks. 
These have not been introduced yet, 

however  it is thought to be a good 
idea. The teachers have come up 
with this idea and yet they are not 
enthusiastic about it. Yes; it prevents 
students from playing with their 
water bottles, however having to ask 
the teacher is both disruptive and 
annoying. So in the end this is not a 
very great and effective method. As 
you know there are lots of  pros and 
cons to this, so there is really no way 
to tell if  this is good for us or not. 
Let’s go through some facts.

We know that water bottles 
were banned because of  a lot of  
things. We now have working water 
fountains, which gives us more 
access to water. Another reason we 
got rid of  them was because they 
kept falling and were very disruptive. 
They spilled on papers and books. 
One more disadvantage about water 
bottles is that kids take sips of  water 
just so they can pull their masks 
down.

 Fifth grade teacher, Mrs. Perry 
said that, “A lot of  kids use their 
water bottles to keep drinking 
and drinking and to keep their 
masks down.” However, not all the 
students did this and it is an unfair 
reason to ban water from students 
that did not. In all there are a lot of  
unfair things, and yet there are some 
positive things as well. Like you 
don’t have to worry about dropping 
your bottle and denting it. You also 
can’t be disruptive by drinking water. 

SoPhia Bruce
Pearl KlaiBer

Grade 5
WritErs

One of  the reasons why water bottles 
have been banned is because of  the 
inconvenience and disruption they cause.
Photo By SoPhia Bruce & 
Pearl KlaiBer
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Abuse of hallway passes and bathroom 
privileges causes concerns

It has become a problem. 
Bathroom passes are being misused. 
Students have been taking the 
bathroom passes without signing 
out, then staying in the bathroom 
for an extended amount of  time. 
What will we do to stop this from 
becoming a larger problem, and how 
will we do it?

“I found out that if  I reward my 
students for using the restroom less, 
they wouldn’t go as often because 
they want to save up for other 
treats,” Mrs. Boyd, fifth grade ELA 
teacher, said. 

“It is hard to tell when people 
use them too much. Whereas when 
we used hall passes on the computer 
it was much easier to find the 
students who were doing it,” Ms. 
Finch, seventh and eighth grade 
ELA teacher, said. 

Signing out to use the hall passes 

on the computers had its 
pros and cons but overall that 
system seemed to be easier 
to use. Especially whenever 
teachers need to investigate to 
find students who are using 
their bathroom time as social 
time. 

“I think to help this 
problem we need more 
consequences for students 
skipping class and wandering 
the halls,” Mrs. Buzza, eighth 
grade science teacher, stated. 
Right now the consequences 
for misusing the hall pass 
vary depending on how it was 
misused.

 Of  course not all 
students or teachers have 
this same problem. However 
many do. There are a couple 
of  good ways to fix this 
problem. We can go back to 
using computer sign-outs, 
provide more consequences, 
or have rewards. 

caroliNe BeNder
cameroN StumPf

Grade 6
WritErs

Nick Fessler using the hall pass correctly. 
Photo By caroliNe BeNder & 
cameroN StumPf
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Children’s COVID vaccine now available

Before Before COVID-19, there 
were more simple vaccines, such as 
flu shots. That’s all until COVID-19 
(Coronavirus) struckstruoke, and 
everyone didn’t understand how to 
take precautions. Front-line workers 
such as doctors and nurses are still 
working very hard to fight this virus 
off.

 Although regular shots are 
normally one dose, this vaccination 
has three doses, which is safe 
for kids. This vaccine’s name is 
“PFIZER-BIONTECH.” Kids 
five through eleven can get this 
vaccination, although ONLY in 
the U.S. The vaccine is coming 
out November 7-13th is estimated 
time for delivery. Pfizer-BioNtech 
is made of  MRNA, which is a type 

of  produced protein that forms 
cells that create blueprints to make 

protein in your body. When you get 
this vaccine, the chemicals that it’s 
made out of  can trick your body 
into having Coronavirus, then your 
body fights it off  with the other 
side of  the medication. The vaccine 
goes into your deltoid, which is your 
upper middle arm.

“I think kids will be glad to have 
this vaccine, since they can have a 
chance, and still be safe,” Elizabeth 
Tedesco, nurse, stated.“It’s all a part 
of  the science that takes on this 
furious virus.”

“I am excited to get my vaccine 
so I can be healthy,” Fynn Reynolds, 
fifth grade student, said. We know 
everyone has different opinions 
about this vaccine, but it depends 
on your choice of  getting it, or not 
getting it.

aBiGail tedeSco
Grade 5
WritEr

Local election results 

On Tuesday, Oct. 2, the 
community of  Freedom voted for 
the following, School Director 
Freedom School District 4 yr, Mayor 
4 yr Freedom, Member of  Council 
Freedom 4, Member of  Council 2 yr 
Freedom, Tax Collector Freedom 4 
yr, Constable Freedom 6 yr,  Judge 
of  Election Freedom Boro, and 
Inspector of  Election Freedom 
Boro. 

olivia vaNdecar
Grade 7

WEbsitE Editor

Wyatt Miller holds his 15-minute timer 
after he received his first dose of  the 
COVID-19 vaccine on Nov. 18.
SuBmitted Photo. 
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Veterans Day is a very important 
holiday. It is where families and 
friends gather and have fun and 
parades, and more importantly, is 
a very special day to recognize and 
thank our veterans. Veterans Day 
also has a significant history behind 
why we celebrate such a holiday.

 The history of  Veterans 
Day is very important. Veterans 
Day started when the Allied nations 
and Germany went into effect on 
the eleventh hour of  the eleventh 
day of  the eleventh month. For 
that reason, November 11, 1918, 
is generally regarded as the end of  
“the war to end all wars”. Therefore,  
November 11 was decided to be 
called, “Veterans Day”. Veterans day 

continued on and would be a day 
for parades, fun, and ceremonies to 
honor our Veterans.

 Many people find Veterans 
Day to be very important. Mainly 
because Veterans Day is to honor 
the people who have fought for our 
country and those people are the 
main reason that we have all of  the 
rights, and freedoms we do today.

 “I feel that Veterans Day is 
very important because it honors 
the soldiers that have served in the 
military, and have risked their lives 
for our freedom and our country,” 
Noah Carney said. 

 Veterans Day is an all around 
great holiday, with lots of  fun and 
games, and is a great day to show 
honor and respect to those who 
have served in the military, and do 
deserve respect for their good deeds.

Veterans Day parade honors local veterans

Western Beaver, New Brighton marhcing 
bands and local Scout Troops line up for 
the parade ahead in Beaver on Nov. 11. 
Photo By charleS BreNcKle

charleS BreNcKle 
Grade 8

sPorts Editor

All Souls Day has been 
celebrated by Roman Catholics since 
the early 10th century. It is observed 
on Nov. 2, the date, which was set 
by priest St. Odilo of  Cluny, falling 
purposefully after All Saints Day.

Baptism, which was most 
commonly done through affusion, 
was the foundation for faithful 

christianity. Catholic adherents who 
got baptized and remained loyal to 
their religion were commemorated 
after departion, or death. Roman 
priests commemorated the dead 
by wearing vestments of  color, 
all colors representing a deeper 
meaning. Black symbolizes 
mourning,  white for resurrection, 
and violet for penance. 

More details on how All Souls 
Day was originally acknowledged 
is not known, but due to multiple 

European cultures adopting 
and continuing to celebrate this 
holiday, it can be inferred that it 
was widespread amongst Catholic 
Europeans. The reason behind this 
is the popularity and power within 
Catholic churches after the fall of  
the Roman Empire. Since this was 
a dark period, civilians depended 
on churches for safety and general 
stability. 

Origin and celebration of All Souls Day
calla reyNoldS

Grade 8
CoPy Editor

coNtiNued oN PaGe 7



The reality is that the common 
temperature of  the earth’s 
surroundings is growing. As the 
temperature rises, various effects 
are converting factors of  our 
climate -- hotter summers, growing 
ocean temperatures, and melting 
polar ice. These cross beyond mere 
adjustments inside the climate.

As these impacts develop in 
frequency and severity, they will, 
and in lots of  cases already have, 
create crises for humans and nature 
around the world. If  not addressed, 
these impacts will unfold and 
worsen with more animal extinction, 
water shortages, and displaced 
communities.

The primary threats of  climate 
change, stemming from the growing 
temperature of  Earth’s environment, 
encompass rising sea levels, 
environmental collapse, and more 
frequent and extreme weather.

Climate change is disrupting 
weather patterns, leading to greater 
excessive and common droughts 
and flooding events that directly 
threaten harvests. The warming 
weather is contributing to growing 
populations of  insects that consume 
a higher percentage of  crop yields 
inside the Midwestern United States 
of  America. Greater common 
and intense rains have triggered 
devastating spring flooding, which 
delay and occasionally prevents 
playing sports. Those influences 
make it tougher for farmers to grow 
plants and maintain their livelihoods. 

 Ban Ki-Moon, Secretary-
General of  the United Nations said, 
“We are the first generation to be 
able to end poverty, and the last 
generation that can take steps to 
avoid the worst impacts of  climate 
change. Future generations will 
judge us if  we fail to uphold our 
moral and historical responsibilities.” 

The truth however is that even 
if  we do successfully reach net zero 

carbon emissions by 2050, we will 
still have to address harmful climate 
impacts, and so the solution to 
climate change must also include 
measures to adapt to the impacts of  
global warming.
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Veterans Day parade honors local veterans

Climate change affects the world

The tree outside the school still has its 
brown leaves. Fall leaf  season was shorter 
this year. 
Photo By Grace lovy

Grace lovy
Grade 5
WritEr

 Presently, American 
Christians acknowledge All Souls 
Day by visiting cemeteries where 
loved ones rest and planting 
presents - flowers, candles, crosses, 
and sometimes even preparing the 
deceased individual’s favored meal 
- at their graves. Catholic churches 
often dedicate a day of  prayer 
in remembrance of  the faithful 
departed. 

All Souls Day

Graves are decorated with candles and colors in celebration of  All Souls Day.
Photo By dieGo delSo uSed uNder creative commoNS liceNSe

coNtiNued from PaGe 6
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Hanukkah comes early this year due to 
the lunar calendar

cooPer BrieN
Grade 6
WritEr

Hanukkah is usually in 
December but not always. Due 
to it being on the lunar calendar, 
it changes every year. Typically 
Hanukkah is around Christmas 
time. This year, Hanukkah is 
on November 28 and ends on 
December sixth. The lunar calendar 
is a different calendar than what 
you usually use. Most families use 
the Gregorian calendar. That is 
what holidays like Christmas run 
on. The lunar calendar is based on 
the moon’s 29.53 day synodic orbit 
around the earth. On the lunar 
calendar, there are 12 months but 
with all the days, it only adds up to 
354 days in a year which is 11 days 
shorter than the Gregorian calendar. 
That is why Hanukkah is on a 
different day every year. 

Hanukkah is a Jewish holiday. It 
lasts eight nights. During Hanukkah, 
you light a hanukiah, you (in most 
families) get presents and give them, 
you say the Hanukkah blessings, eat 
latkes, play dreidel, and so much 
more. As well as these traditions, 
we do other things such as listen to 
music, some songs being Chanukah 
oh Chanukah and Dreidel as well as 
Sevivon Sov Sov.  Chanukah can also 
be spelled like Hanukkah so there 
are a lot of  different ways to say and 
sing things.

 The Hanukkah tradition and 
holiday started a long time ago in 

the city of  Jerusalem when King 
Antiochus took over Jerusalem, 
burned buildings, and took a lot 
of  things from the old temple in 
Jerusalem leaving an oil lamp. The 
amount of  oil they had left was 
only supposed to last one night but 
instead, it lasted eight nights. That 
is where the Hanukkah tradition 
came from and that is also why on 
a hanukiah there are nine candles, 
the ninth being the Shamash,  the 
helper candle that lights all the 
others. In the tradition, Antiochus 
was defeated by a group called the 
Maccabees. Their leader was Judah 
Maccabee. 

“I like playing dreidel and 
lighting the menorah,” said Izzy 
Brien, fourth grader.

Other than a hanukiah, there is 

also a menorah. These two objects 
are often misunderstood. A menorah 
has seven branches for candles while 
a hanukiah has nine. The menorah 
was originally used in the first and 
second temple before they were 
both destroyed. They used to be 
lit daily using olive oil of  the best 
quality. Now, we use a hanukkiah. 

This is a Hanukiah for Hanukkah. Jews all over the world light one of  these for 
Hanukkah. 
Photo By cooPer BrieN
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Black Friday and Cyber Monday 
are common U.S. traditions after 
Thanksgiving. This year’s Black 
Friday is on Nov. 26. This year’s 
Cyber Monday is three days after, 
on Nov. 29. Most stores and online 
stores on Black Friday and Cyber 
Monday take a big percentage off  of  
their products for the day, but this 
year stores are having problems with 
their stock due to the supply chain 
problem. Some stores are doing their 
sales now because of  the supply 
chain problem. 

The average person spends 
about $358 on Black Friday and 
Cyber Monday. With Black Friday 
in 2020 being the second largest 
spending day ever, lots of  stores 

brought in a ton of  money even 
though they took down their prices! 
Those types of  numbers might be 

different this year with the supply 
chain issue, though. 

“I don’t usually go out on Black 
Friday,” Abby Hunter, eighth grader, 
stated. “ I do not shop online on 
Cyber Monday. I think [the stores] 
are doing their deals too early. It 
kind of  ruins the tradition. I will not 
be online shopping or shopping in 
person this year because it gets very 
crowded and it doesn’t matter to me 
if  there are deals.”

“I usually go out {on black 
friday}.” Colton Blank, eight grader, 
stated. “Usually I go on Amazon and 
stuff  like that. I think {the stores} 
are doing their deals a little too 
early. I feel like nobody is actually 
looking at {the deals} yet, or I think 
people are looking at {the deals} so 
much that there are not going to be 
enough products.”

Black Friday stores have big problems
NicholaS metzGer

Grade 7
FEaturEs Edtor

Walmart is ready for Black Friday 
customers. 
Photo By mrS. miller

Every year a few days after 
Thanksgiving our favorite elves 
come back from their summer 
vacation. They can be clever or 
naughty or maybe even crazy. They 
sometimes bring treats, and they 
work very hard bringing letters back 
and forth. Their job is important 
because, if  not, Santa wouldn’t 
know if  we were good or bad. In 
elementary we had CC (aka Candy 
Cane).

All elves sometimes have a little 

fun. 
“Once my elf  wrote on my 

family’s mirror with toothpaste,” 
Anna Schomberg, fifth grade 
student, stated.

The middle school has an elf  that 
comes each day in December. 

“The first 10 people that find 
him get a candy cane,” Librarian 
Miss Heiman stated. “The last 
time he came his name was Pip. 
The students get the opportunity 
to suggest a name for the elf  each 
year.”

We all love pets, even elves! They 
have elf  pets: one is a Saint Bernard, 
the second one is a reindeer, and 

the last one is an arctic fox. Elves 
are amazing, fun and magical living 
things to have in your house.

Elf on the Shelf returns for December fun
KatelyN vaNdecar

Grade 7
WritEr

Elf  ziplining to the Christmas tree. 
Photo By KatelyN vaNdecar



Kindness has many different 
shapes and forms. Most people 
know it as doing a good deed, or 
making someone joyful. Though it 
comes in many different forms, you 
may do some and not even know 
that you’re being kind to those 
around you. This is what World 
Kindness Day is all about, it is to 
others around you acts of  kindness.

World Kindness Day originated 
as an international movement 
on Nov. 13, 1988, though the 
movement began in 1997. The 
conversation about spreading 
kindness throughout the world and 
other organizations began in Toyko. 
Then other countries began to join 
in, countries like; the United States, 
the United Kingdom, Australia, 
and even Thailand. This movement 
formed with these countries’ 
dedication to bringing kindness 
to their society. Though World 
Kindness Day is yet to be an official 
holiday, it is still celebrated among 
many. The hope is that the other 
nations will join together and make 
it an official holiday. 

World Kindness Day has 
become internationally recognized. 

There are many events that go on 
during this holiday, some things 
people like to do are just give out 
kindness cards or pay for someone 
else’s food. 

The question is, how can we be 
kind to others? At our age we might 
not be able to pay for someone else’s 
things or go out into public places 
and do random acts of  kindness. 
So we must find a way to bring 
happiness and joy to others in our 
own school and community.

“I should take into consideration 

how my words affect people around 
me, and how much depth my words 
have on people,” Colton Blank, 
eighth grader, said. 

Even on days beside the holiday, 
it is good to spread kindness. It 
doesn’t have to be singled to one 
day, it can be brought to everyday 
use. So bring kindness to others 
even if  it’s a small act; you don’t 
know how much that could impact 
their lives. 
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World Kindness Day celebrated around 
the world to increase kindness to others

Kindergartners at Freedom Elementary wear cardigans in honor of  Mr. Rogers on Nov. 
12 for World Kindness Day. 
Photo By mrS. little

haNNah Shaffer
Grade 8

Managing Editor

START TODAY. 

MAKE KINDNESS A HABIT
Make every day a Random Acts of Kindness Day. 
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Twice a year we turn the clocks, 
once on March 14, and once 
November 7. The Standard Time is 
the true time of  day, and that is what 
most of  the world stays as. Our 
country is currently set to E.S.T.,  
which is where it gets dark around 5 
p.m., and it is light outside around 6 
a.m.  

 Every year we do this. But why? 
In the 1900’s when World War I 
and World War II were occuring, 
our country needed to conserve our 
resources. But the idea of  it really 
started in the late 1700’s.  Benjamin 
Franklin was in favor of  this idea, 
saying it would save “millions of  
pounds” of  candle wax every year 
if  everyone woke up earlier in the 
morning and went to bed earlier 
in night. Of  course, there are pros 
and cons to everything, including 
daylight savings time.  

    “In the fall it’s not so bad 
because it gives the students more 
sleep, but in the spring, the routine 
gets disrupted and the sleep gets cut 
back. I think waking up at a different 
hour actually gets worse as you get 
older because it is important to 
maintain a solid sleeping schedule. 
I don’t know why it’s necessary. I 
don’t really see the benefit. Science 
would say not to disrupt your sleep 
schedules because you need sleep. 
However, I do more things when it 
gets dark in the evening,” stated Mr. 

Matthew Brandt, seventh 
grade science teacher. 

Whenever students 
and teachers alike wake 
up in the morning, the 
day after they changed the 
clocks, they could wake 
up an hour earlier because 
they aren’t used to the 
time adjustment. 

“I think it helps 
students because they get 
an extra hour of  sleep 
on the first day giving 
them more energy to 
work throughout the day. 
Whenever it’s earlier in 
the morning, it’s lighter, 
and when students walk to 
school or  ride on the bus 
they can see better.  It also 
gives the teachers an extra 
hour of  sleep because 
they sometimes stay 
up to grade papers and 
other things like that. 
Judging by how I did get 
an extra hour of  sleep from staying 
up by doing homework, I think 
changing the clocks did help,” stated 
Ashlynn Wagner, seventh grader. 

One thing unfortunate about 
changing the clocks is that it  messes 
up students’ and teacher’s sleeping 
schedules. Whenever students are 
used to one time they are supposed 
to get up, they should stick to that 
time. It’s healthier. Getting up an 
hour earlier really affects some kids. 
Of  course, some kids love to wake 

up when it is light out, which is why 
some countries, such as China and 
India, stick to Standard Time and 
don’t change their clocks. Of  course, 
other families that have parents 
or relatives that work late get the 
chance to do something or hangout 
with the family when it gets late 
because our country changes the 
clocks. There’s a good and bad side 
to everything.How about you? What 
do you think about daylight savings 
time? Do you think it’s necessary?      

Daylight Savings Time: 
Necessary or unnatural?

elizaBeth mooNey 
Grade 7
WritEr

Daylight saving time is all about the position of  the sun;  
when we change the clocks, we wake up and go to sleep an 
hour earlier.  
Photo By elizaBeth mooNey



Sports

The middle school girls 
basketball has had a great start to 
the season. With last year’s season  
getting cut short due to COVID, 
This year the girls are working 
harder than ever to make it a great 
season. With help of  coach Chris 
Keller, seventh grade girls coach 
and Matt Klenk eighth grade girls 
coach) the teams have worked 
hard on teamwork and skills. The 
coaches try hard to work on as many 
fundamentals and conditioning 
because it is such a quick season. 

“We can definitely improve on 
shooting and defense,” says Anna 
Majors,  seventh grader. 

Every day that the girls teams 
don’t have a game they are at 
practice working on skills like 
passing, defense, shooting, and ball 
skills. 

The 7th grade girls basketball 
team has a record of  1-6,with one 
win against Burgettstown at home. 
Even though the team had gone 
through their ups and downs they’re 
still making this their best season 
possible. 

“My favorite moment is honestly 
just playing the game. Last year our 

team didn’t get to play so we didn’t 
have a lot of  practice time. I think 
we are doing great for coming back 
after two year and playing,” ays 
Kamryn Haskey, 7th grader, said. 
Kamryn Haskey has had an amazing 
season so far. With 57 points in 
9 games 
averaging 
6.3 points 
per game, 
Kamryn has 
played up in 
two eighth 
grade games 
and has done 
great this 
season.

The eighth grade girls team has 
a record of  3-6, with the top leading 
scorers being Trinity Vojtko with 43 
points, Mackenzie Mohrbacher with 
33 points, and Brianne Casto with 
30 points. 

Girls Basketball bouncing back into a 
new season 

chloe luNdy
Grade 7

WEbsitE Editor

Brianne Casto takes a foul shot in the home game against South Side on Nov. 8 
Photo By NicholaS metzGer
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Congratulations to all of  these student athletes for being 
competitive on the field and in the classroom! 

“A” HONOR ROLL

HIGH HONORS

HONOR ROLL 

 Student Athletes

Alyssa Bearer -Soccer 
Charles Brenckle - Football

Michael Bugay - Soccer
Brianne Casto - Soccer

Noah Chaousy - Soccer & XC
Kendall Climo - Soccer

Garrett Drutarosky - Soccer

Stella Haney -Soccer 
Janna Kline - Soccer

Phoenix Richards - Soccer
Hannah Shaffer - XC
Rylie Vojtko - Soccer
Peyton Ward - Soccer
A.J. Wolfe - Football

Bryson Deal - Soccer
Chloe Lundy - Soccer

Mackenzie Mohrbacher 
-Soccer

Mason O’Donnell - Football
Troy Reynolds - Soccer

Anthomy Rychorcewicz 
- Soccer

Cheyenne Sharp
Olivia VanDeCar - Soccer

Trinity Vojtko -Soccer 
Ashlynn Wagner - Soccer

Troy Gorajewski - Football
Lucas Evans - Soccer

Matthew Haslett - Soccer
Brian Huie - Football

Jalen Mohrbacher - Soccer

Kaitlyn Mueller - Soccer
Thomas Plummer - Football

Charles Powell - Football
Brayden Reynolds - Football

Patsy Seneca - Soccer

Wrestling is one of  the most 
competitive sports there is. It is a 
very intense sport and consists of  
many throws and takedowns. When 
wrestling it’s a very individual sport, 
where you go 1v1 with another 
wrestler. It takes lots of  practice 
and endurance. Wrestling matches 
for junior high are four and a half  
minutes long and are split up into 
three quarters which are a minute 
and a half  each.

This year’s Freedom Wrestling 
team is bouncing back after a year 
of  not being able to have a team due 
to the coronavirus. Last year, some 
athletes who wanted to take initiative 
went to wrestling clubs to enhance 
their skills during the time off  the 
season. Some others went to the 
youth wrestling practice. 

This year’s season started on 
Friday, Nov. 19. This year’s junior 
high head coach is Robbie Murron, 
and the assistant coaches are Mike 
Murron and Z.J. Ward. Students who 
still want to participate in wrestling 
can come at any time. 

This year the coaches of  each 
of  the wrestling teams plan to bring 
together all of  the teams. They 
bought a membership at Wrestling 
With Virtue (WWV), which is 
a wrestling club. It is free to all 
Freedom wrestlers. The coaches 

plan to build character within the 
wrestlers. The big thing that is 
going to bring everyone together is 

communication, especially with the 
youth head coach Jon Shaffer.

haNNah Shaffer
Grade 8

Managing Editor

Wrestling 
comes back 
after year off

Wrestlers participate in a tune-up camp at Freedom High School on Nov. 8-10. 
Photo By zeKe StrouPe
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         Freedom    Voices
Should school elections be a popularity contest or a 
vote for the best candidate for the job?

might not be looking for that type of  leadership.
 Teachers should reward good behavior, they 

should not just give the most popular person the lead 
position.  That makes no sense.

 When teachers pick their positions for different 
clubs, they should pick who is best, not leave it to the 
kids so they can pick who is the most popular.

*  *  *

The results for the ‘popularity contest’ come back the next day.  
You didn’t get the lead rule.  You didn’t even get a position. 

Teachers should choose club leaders
audrey mooNey

Grade 7
nEWs Editor

You’ve been practicing all summer, and part of  the school year, 
taking countless hours to play chess with your big sister.  She has 
only beat you once out of, maybe 60 times?  As you walk into 
the chess club meeting-room, you see the teacher with papers in her 
hand.  You wave.  You know she thinks you’re really good.  As 
she puts the paper on your desk, you see it is a form, or as you 
like to call it, a popularity contest.  You groan.  The class trouble-
maker and the most popular boy is going to win this one.  He 
wasn’t even very good.

*  *  *

When we do school elections for clubs here at 
Freedom, the teachers should pick the student who is 
best at the thing they are electing for, not leave it to the 
kids and have them pick the most popular person.

Each year, people over the age of  18 vote all around 
America. They do it based on a popularity contest. 
That is fine, for adults it should be a popularity 
contest, adults don’t care if  their friend is in, they care 
about who they think will be the best boss. 

 “I didn’t pick the students, anyone who 
wanted to be in student government could step up 
and be a leader,” Mr. Culler, seventh grade geography 
teacher and student government advisor states.  Even 
though he did not pick the students, he didn’t let 
the kids pick either.  He is taking a step in the right 
direction, though he does not think that other clubs 
should do it the way he did. He says that other clubs 
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When you’re voting for a leader in a school club do 
you vote for the one you think is doing everything right, 
or the one that is the most popular? I think it should be 
a popularity vote because if  the popular kid gets voted 
in they would probably advertise the club. When they 
advertise it, the club would have more and more (most 
likely talented people) joining.

 “I think the person doing everything right should 
be the leader,” Aaron Hansen, fifth grader, stated.  

When people think of  voting they think of  a 
popularity contest; which it is. By definition; a vote is a 
popularity contest  so that’s what it should be.  People 
usually vote for the person that is the most popular 
because they can and will attract more people than the 
one nobody knows.

Almost everybody thinks that the people who are 
popular are bad, which is a stereotype. And stereotypes 
are usually only true to one person.

         Freedom    Voices
Should school elections be a popularity contest or a 
vote for the best candidate for the job?

Bulldog Barker is the student newspaper of  Freedom Area 
Middle School. The opinions expressed in this publication are the 
sole opinions of  the student writers and do not reflect the views of  
the faculty, staff  or administration of  the Freedom Area School 
District. All Freedom Area Middle School students are invited 
to submit content to the Bulldog Barker for publication at the 

discretion of  the editorial staff  and adviser. Issues are published 
monthly at the end of  each month. To submit advertisements, 
questions or comments, email bulldogbarker@freedomarea.org.
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is the way to go
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FMS Parents’ Place
HAPPY THANKSGIVING!!!!!  GOBBLE GOBBLE

 🦃 FUNdraising:
• J&J pie/roll pick-up: week of  Dec 6th
• Spirit wear pick-up: week of  Dec 13th

 🦃 Meeting:
Dec 9th at 6:30pm in MS library. Please join us!!!!

 🦃 Events:
 🎃 Halloween Party was a HUGE success!!!!!  Thank you all so much for attending.  We hope 

you enjoyed yourself. 17 students won different “tricks” or “treats” as prizes for games and 
contests. 

 🎃 Thank you parents who donated the variety of  items for the prizes, it would not have been 
possible without you all. Thank you Mrs. Malarik & Mr. Gregg for being there to assist FMS 
Parents, custodial staff, and parent chaperones. 🎉🎉🎉

 🎄 Christmas Dance is scheduled to be on Dec 10th.  We are in need of  someone to take the 
lead as well as a group of  parents to assist with planning and chaperoning.  This day will be here 
before we know it! ❄❄❄❄


